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Sarah and Jenny will talk about their Life History business 'Spoken Memoirs'; their motivation for setting  
it up, how it evolved and some of the challenges they have faced along the way. They will also share  
their successes and the positive support network established with other students. They will discuss the  
discrepancy between the academic world and the ‘real ‘ world and some of the strengths and limitations  
of an MA course in preparing students for a future career in life history.
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Since graduating Ed has written a novel, which is to be published in the Autumn. He will present on how  
his experience of the MA and his chosen area of study led to setting the style of the novel. Ed will  
discuss the difference between writing - or more broadly 'creating' - and the more reserved and  
objective methods of academic research; where the two sides coincide and the confusing territory of  
how we wish to relate to the world we describe and where our reserved detachment collapses, both as  
writers and academics.
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Sue MacLaine is a writer and performer. Her artistic practice is located within the auto/biographical  
construct and has been informed and influenced by her MA Studies in Life History and Life Writing at  
the University of Sussex. For this presentation she will focus on her current production ‘Still Life: An  
Audience with Henrietta Moraes’ to example the journey from autobiographical impulse through  
academic research to biographical creative product.
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