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SUSTAINABLE SUSSEX

Looking ahead, as the way we work is changing, with 
an increase in remote working and learning, it will be 
important for us to encourage our staff and students to 
green their homes and work spaces beyond campus too. 
Thinking of our estate as a fixed place that people visit 
will need to change as the world changes around us. 

We also face a significant challenge to reduce our 
transport emissions and associated air pollution. The 
campus has good public transport links with a train 
station on our doorstep, and eight bus routes connecting 
to Brighton and beyond. However, commuting made up 
around 9% of our emissions in 2018/19; and cars still 
remain the single most popular mode of transport for our 
staff travelling to and from campus, with 46% of journeys 
made this way in 2019.

Our foreign business travel emissions are also higher 
than we would like. They account for around 3% of our 
total carbon footprint per year. While we still want to 
enable our students and staff to work with international 
partners, we need to find and promote more sustainable 
ways of doing so. The same applies to the trips made by 
our international students, when travelling back and forth 
between campus and their home countries. 

Closely related to achieving net zero, there has never 
been a greater need for responsible consumption 
and production. The National Academy of Sciences 
has confirmed that we are currently in the sixth mass 
extinction as a result of the loss of biodiversity. 
Meanwhile, every day around eight million pieces of 
plastic make their way into our oceans, bringing the risk 
that by 2050 they will contain more plastic than fish.

While the University has trail blazed in certain areas 
of responsible consumption and production – such as 
having the largest solar farm of any university in the 
UK and being the first UK university to have an aerobic 
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