





1997, AGC (Ashanti Goldfields
Company) security personnel,
acting in conjunction with the the
Ghanaian police and the military,
had killed three artisanal miners.2
In one incident in January 1997,
16 artisanal miners were severely
beaten by AGC security perso-
nnel, and othes have been attack-
ed by security guard dogs.

Even as a job source, mining
is unsustainable. The destruction
of the traditional employment ba-
se is followed by the loss of the
mine itself. When ore deposits are
ex-hausted, the jobs disappear.
Most large — scale projects have
a lifespan of between 10 and 40
years, after which the mining com-
panies shut up shop and move on
to new projects. Any schools, cli-
nics, and other services establi-
shed by the companies usually
lose their funding. When this
happens, the miners and commu-
nities are generally left to fend for
themselves. Since mining is spe-
cialized employment, miners typi-
cally have few other marketable
job skills.

More than in other African
countries the Ghanaian civil
society is involved in the struggle
against human rights abuses at
the hands of mining companies
and state security agencies and
has formed the National Coalition
on Mining (NCOM) in solidarity
with communities affected by
mining. The Ghanaian govern-
ment, however, has liberalised the
mining sector in line with IMF and
World Bank prescriptions and is
attracting increased investment
from transnational mining compa-
nies. This increase in foreign
investment does not translated
into increased employment or
government revenue.

Communities affected by mi-
ning have for many years recor-
ded and reported affronts to their
dignity and violations of their
rights, especially social and econo-
mic rights. In 2006, NCOM listed

specific instances of savage abu-
se of citizens’ rights by mining
companies, the police and the
military. These include: violent,
illegal arrest and detention of
community members; torture of
persons illegally arrested and
detained; assault and battery
(sometimes involving firearms
and other deadly weapons) of
youth accused of involvement in
illegal mining or either trespass
on mine property; interference
with citizens’ constitutional right to
publicly protest against activities
of mining companies that affect
them negatively.
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During the last weeks of No-
vember and during most of De-
cember of 2007 a state of emer-
gency (militarization of the zone)
was declared in the Province of
Orellana in the Amazon region of
Ecuador, due specifically to the
actions of the inhabitants of the
Dayuma settlement who have
raise up in protest because of the
situation of abandonment on the
part of the Ecuadorian govern-
ment.

This militarization and repre-
ssion has lead to various arrests
and unlawful entry into homes of
the residents, violating their Hu-
man Rights, only because they
demanded that their basic needs
be met.
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" In the province, one can find
well-established state and trans-
national oil companies such as



