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The  2030 Agenda and the SDGs

• A global sustainability framework

• 17 goals and 169 targets, far from reach

• Launched in 2015 by the UN General Assembly

(UN





Results Assesing mainstreaming (cross sectional analysis)

Matteo Spinazzola

Mentions to 2030 Agenda or

SDGs

• Vary significantly

• Dominated by generic

references to the 2030 Agenda

SDG goals

• rarely mentioned in Belgium,

France and Ireland

• systematically mentioned in the

EU, Luxembourg



Results Assessing the change of policy contents (longitudinal analyses)
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Institutional Settings Before 2015 After 2015 n. Departments p. Value

Belgium

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 75.0 100.0 8 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 6.1 10.1 7 p > 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 51.1 62.9 8 p > 0.5

European Union

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 75.0 84.4 32 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 3.8 2.6 23 p > 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 98.8 97.7 31 p > 0.5

France

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 100.0 100.0 9 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 63.3 76.1 8 p > 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 98.8 99.4 9 p > 0.5

Ireland

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 41.7 66.7 12 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 0.2 3.4 6 p > 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 171.0 153.9 8 p > 0.5

Luxembourg

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 95.5 90.9 22 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 6.5 9.7 17 p < 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 50.0 55.7 21 p < 0.5

United Kingdom

SD, A2030&SDGs Pervasiveness (%) 88.2 100.0 17 NA

SD, 2030A&SDGs Saliency 5.1 8.7 15 p < 0.5

A2030&SDGs Alignment 56.1 96.3 16 p < 0.5

Mentions of sustainable

development or 2030 Agenda

• Generalized increase in

pervasiveness

• Significant increase of saliency

in Luxembourg and the

United Kingdom

Alignment to the 2030 Agenda

• Significant increase only in

Luxembourg and the United

Kingdom



Recap

This study aimed at

evaluating if the 2030 Agenda

was mainstreamed and

might have steered the

content of departmental

policies. In total, 885

departmental documents

published by 100

departments between 2012

and 2019 were analyzed

through a keywords query

and a pattern-based auto-

coding tool.

Conclusions



Limitations

• Operationalizations

are context-

independent, but so
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Any 

questions? Thank you for your 

attention



Annex A - List of keywords (sample)
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Annex B - Dataset
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Annex C - Top eight departments by Agenda&SDGs saliency
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Annex D SDGs alignment normalized by setting
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