
Open Access Publication: Global Studies Guidance  
 Open Access (OA) is an initiative to make publicly-funded research outputs in academic journals 
freely available for the benefit of the wider public 



RCUK Open Access policy 
Many research councils and other UK research funders already mandate OA publication as a 
condition of the research that they fund – including research funded through ESRC studentships. 
Therefore doctoral students funded by RCUK are also bound by these requirements.  

RCUK require articles acknowledging their funding to be Open Access within 6 months (sciences) or 
12 months (arts, humanities and social sciences). University policy is to comply through the Green 
route but many journals have embargo periods that are too long to meet these requirements, or do 
not permit authors to attach the appropriate Creative Commons licence required by RCUK to their 
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